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The Season of Creation, which lasts until October 4, is a time to “discover new ways of working together to break down the
traditional barriers between peoples, to stop competing for resources and start collaborating,” says Pope Francis. Story
page 10. (Michael Swan photo)

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — Speaking to Jesuits in Slovakia, Pope Francis said
the Catholic Church suffers from a temptation to attempt to return to attitudes
and practices of the past. Story page 8. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John wraps up his
pastoral visits to the parishes in the
Miramichi Region of the diocese. Story
page 6.
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New FreemanThe

Bishops apologize for residential schools
and raise possibility of pope visit to Canada
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA – Canada’s Catholic bishops have
“unequivocally” apologized for the Catholic
Church’s role in the residential school sys-
tem and have raised the possibility of a visit
by the pope to Canada as part of the “healing
journey” between Canada’s Indigenous peo-
ples and the Church.

In a statement released by the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) at
the end of the CCCB’s annual plenary assem-
bly on September 24, the bishops said “we
acknowledge the suffering experienced in
Canada’s Indian Residential Schools.”

“Many Catholic religious communities and

dioceses participated in this system, which
led to the suppression of Indigenous lan-
guages, culture and spirituality, failing to re-
spect the rich history, traditions and wisdom
of Indigenous Peoples,” the statement released
by the CCCB said. “We acknowledge the
grave abuses that were committed by some
members of our Catholic community; physi-
cal, psychological, emotional, spiritual, cul-
tural, and sexual. We also sorrowfully ac-
knowledge the historical and ongoing trauma
and the legacy of suffering and challenges
faced by Indigenous Peoples that continue to
this day.”

The statement from the CCCB comes after
the church has been criticized since

(continued on page 5)

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
an opportunity to reflect
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — On September 30,
St. Thomas University (STU) in
Fredericton marked the National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation by closing the
university, cancelling classes, and encour-

aging students to enter a time of reflection
and remembrance.

The Federal Government also declared
that September 30 would be the first Na-
tional Day for Truth and Reconciliation, a
federal holiday to honour First Nations,

Inuit, and Métis survivors and their fami-
lies and communities.

Chancellor Graydon Nicholas and the In-
digenous Student Services team at STU,
“expressed their belief that closing the uni-
versity and cancelling classes would be an
important sign of respect and recognition
of the grief and trauma associated with the
discovery of thousands of unmarked
graves on the grounds of Canada’s residen-
tial schools.” The university noted that, “our
recognition of this day ensures that com-
memoration of the history and the legacy
of residential schools is addressed as a vi-
tal part of the reconciliation process.”

As the National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation coincides with Orange Shirt Day,
the Senate Committee on Reconciliation held
events on September 29 to bring aware-
ness to the issues related to residential
schools.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops [CCCB] have issued an apology to
residential school survivors on behalf of the
Canadian bishops [see story this page]. In
a statement issued September 24 they wrote,
“we, the Catholic Bishops of Canada, gath-
ered in Plenary this week, take this oppor-
tunity to affirm to you, the Indigenous Peo-
ples of this land, that we acknowledge the
suffering experienced in Canada’s Indian
Residential Schools. Many Catholic religious
communities and dioceses participated in
this system, which led to the suppression

(continued on page 4)

Graydon Nicholas
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Moncton archdiocese won’t require proof of vaccination
Canadian Catholic News

MONCTON — The Archbishop of
Moncton has backtracked on his vaccination
policy, eliminating the need to for parishion-
ers to provided proof of vaccination for
masses, baptisms and prayer groups.

Proof of vaccinations will be required for
weddings and funerals, said the statements
posted on the archdiocesan website Septem-
ber 24.

On September 17, Moncton Archbishop
Valéry Vienneau had released policy stating
that anyone over the age of 12 must be dou-
bly vaccinated to attend any gathering at a
church, rectory or community centre under
its supervision.

“We would not want one of our places of
worship to be the location of a COVID expo-
sure due to our negligence. The Minister of
Health is counting on our co-operation,” Arch-
bishop Vienneau said.

However, in his September 24 statement,
Archbishop Vienneau said New Brunswick’s
four Catholic bishops had “received new di-
rectives from the Minister of Health concern-
ing the sanitary measures to be implemented
in our churches.

Accordingly, the new rules include every-
one being masked at all times during church
services, with capacity at 50 per cent and
physically distancing protocols.

“It is highly desirable for parish employees
to be fully vaccinated,” the statement said.
“If this is not the case, they will have to wear
a mask at all times and undergo a COVID test
periodically according to government policy.

Like many Canadian businesses, Catholic
dioceses across the country are grappling with
COVID-19 vaccination policies. The challenge
for churches is striking a balance on several
fronts: safety for staff and parishioners, deal-
ing with those who remain unvaccinated, and
working toward a full re-opening of churches.

The Archdiocese of Toronto released its vac-
cination policy September 24, urging Catho-
lics to be vaccinated and asking archdiocesen
clergy, staff and volunteers to be fully vacci-
nated or be subject to regular COVID testing.

In Vancouver, parish meetings and youth
events can go ahead without checking par-
ticipants’ vaccine status at the door, but masks
are still the order of the day.

Vancouver Archbishop J. Michael Miller has
voiced his support of getting the vaccine,
calling it the “best protection” against the vi-
rus.

In Hamilton, ON, Bishop Douglas Crosby
has joined other faith leaders in the city in an
ad campaign titled Faith in Vaccine to encour-
age people to be vaccinated.

In London, ON, the diocese told CTV
News: “Our priority is balancing the safety
of our parishioners and ensuring access to
the sacraments for the faithful.” §

New Brunswick bishops united in response to new Covid rules
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Following the mandatory
order issued by the Province of New Bruns-
wick on September 24, the four bishops of
New Brunswick are united in their response
to requests for proof of vaccination in their
respective dioceses.

Under the mandatory order faith venues
have the option to either request proof of full
vaccination — in which case parishioners are
required to wear masks but are not required
to physically distance, place limits on capac-
ity, or restrict singing — or not request proof
of vaccination and follow further restrictions.
All four dioceses have selected the second
option.

On the websites, both the Archdiocese of
Moncton and the Diocese of Bathurst are re-
porting that, “the four bishops of NB agree
on the following steps to make our churches
as safe as possible for our faithful.” They note
that, “no proof of vaccination is required for
Sunday or weekday masses, baptisms, prayer
groups, and others.”

While faithful are not required to provide
proof of vaccination to receive the sacraments,
they must follow the guidelines established
by Public Health under the mandatory order.

Effective September 24, the following re-
strictions will be in place for masses in all
parishes, which the province has mandated
for congregations that do not require proof

of vaccination for worship services (includ-
ing mass):

• Everyone masked at all times;
• Operate at 50% or less capacity;
• Maintain two metres of physical distanc-

ing between different households;
• No congregational singing;
• Record names of all attendees and con-

tact information by row or have a consistent
assigned seating plan for contact tracing; and

• Prevent anyone displaying COVID-19
symptoms or who has been instructed to self-
isolate from entering.

The mandatory order states that, “regard-
less of which option your place of worship
selects, everyone will need to show proof of
full vaccination whenever they access cer-
tain events, which include weddings, funer-
als, parties, conferences and workshops.”

Further to this the Diocese of Saint John
has stated that, “hall rentals and parish activi-
ties that are not required for the practice of
the faith (fundraisers, social gatherings, etc.)
will require proof of vaccination/exemption
to attend. Participants in events including wed-
dings, funerals, parties, conferences, faith
studies and workshops within churches are
required to show proof of vaccination and
remain masked for the duration of the event
to attend in person.”

The Diocese of Saint John has stated that
it, “continues to do its utmost to protect both
the physical and spiritual needs of its faithful.
It takes the directives of Public Health seri-

ously and understands the need to make sac-
rifices to protect the common good, to en-
courage vaccination, and to be prudent in
slowing the spread of the virus. It also rec-
ognizes that the faithful are not to be excluded
from the sacraments for any reason, and that
the Eucharist is the source and summit of
our faith — indeed, what is most needed to
help face these challenging times.”

“We understand the concerns of Public
Health and continue to work together follow-
ing the guidelines issues to reduce the trans-
mission of COVID-19,” Archbishop Valery
Vienneau of the Archdiocese of Moncton
stated in his document COVID-19: Green
Phase: September 24th Update. “I am very
grateful to all the parish priests, and volunteer
teams who are doing everything possible to
ensure the health and wellbeing of our faith-
ful. May the Lord bless us and continue to
watch over us!”

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, echoed these words of
hope and trust in the Lord, “As we work to
ensure the safety of the faithful, let us remain
ever conscious of our mission to spread the
joy of the Gospel throughout our diocese and
face these new challenges with our gaze fixed
firmly on Jesus, who walks with us and never
abandons us.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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A Christian vision for the 21st century
As Christians, we have a long history — 2000 years. Those

who have given us our Gospels, like the writer of Mark’s Gospel
attempted to pass on the faith memories of our earliest ancestors.
Writing at least a generation after the crucifixion, the writers de-
pended on the memories of the Christian communities in which
they lived, in the first century. They aimed to describe the signifi-
cance of Jesus, his message and his mission in the light of their
own world.

Their communities were small, they were a minority and their
community of faith was not fully defined. It was evolving as it
spread. The message and the mission of Jesus was intended to
reach outward, to touch the world in which it was planted. Such
evolution was sometimes seen as a threat. We see this in Mark’s
Gospel. The disciple, John was alarmed that someone other than
them was casting out demons in Jesus’s name. Jesus’s response
is significant: “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
Whoever is not against us is for us,” (Mk.9:38-40). Jesus sees no
threat here.

There are times when we as a community, view our world as a
threat. We see the “secular” as hostile to church and to things
spiritual. We may even think we must do battle with the world and
the secular. Perhaps it would be better to express the view that
Jesus did in Mark’s story.

A few years ago [Father] Timothy Radcliffe, the former general
superior of the Dominican Order wrote an article entitled The Shape
of the Church to Come. The article discusses the manner in which
our Christian church addresses the reality of living in a world that
is secular, a world where faith, religion, church and Christian life
might seem unimportant. This is not a threatening world for Fr.
Radcliffe.

Fr. Radcliffe sees our world as the ground on which we work
— where we sow the seeds of the Good News. For him, living in
a secular society in the 21st century challenges us to see and pro-
claim the Gospel in a new light. He holds that our sharing of the
Good News has much to offer to our secular society, not to cor-

rect it, but to build upon it. Fr.
Radcliffe offers advice on a Chris-
tian vision for us.

[As church and society] we need a moral vision that neither
locks us in a ghetto nor assimilates us to society.... We need a
moral vision that engages us as people of the 21st century and
leads to our flourishing. Many Catholics understand morality in a
way that reflects an Enlightenment (i.e. 18th century) culture of
control, obligation and prohibition.  To be a Catholic is to accept
the rules, starting with the Ten Commandments.... Commandments
have always, obviously, had a role in Catholic morality, but with
the Enlightenment they became central, rather than being part of
our formation as people who seek our happiness in God....

The renewal of virtue ethics, especially in North America, promises
a way beyond a voluntaristic morality. It is not so much about
acts as about becoming the sort of person who finds happiness in
God. By practicing the cardinal virtues of prudence, courage, tem-
perance and justice, we can become pilgrims on the way to holi-
ness. With the theological virtues of faith, hope and love, we are
given a foretaste of the end of the journey. A morality founded on
virtues [rather than commandments] is about the transformation
of our desires rather than their control,  (America 13 April 2009).

The Good News is — God has come among us, is with us, all
of us. Revealed in virtues and love.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 2)
of Indigenous languages, culture, and spirituality, failing to re-
spect the rich history, traditions, and wisdom of Indigenous Peo-
ples. We acknowledge the grave abuses that were committed by
some members of our Catholic community; physical, psychologi-
cal, emotional, spiritual, cultural, and sexual. We also sorrowfully
acknowledge the historical and ongoing trauma and the legacy of
suffering and challenges faced by Indigenous Peoples that con-
tinue to this day.  Along with those Catholic entities which were
directly involved in the operation of the schools, and which have
already offered their own heartfelt apologies, we, the Catholic Bish-
ops of Canada, express our profound remorse and apologize un-
equivocally.”

This was followed by a $30 million national financial pledge by
the CCCB to support healing and reconciliation initiatives.

Bishop William McGrattan, of the Diocese of Calgary and vice
president of the CCCB, articulated the importance of working to-
gether with Indigenous Peoples on local goals, timing, and distri-
bution of funds.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation an opportunity to reflect
“The Bishops of Canada have been guided by the principle that

we should not speak about Indigenous People without speaking
with them,” Bishop McGrattan said. “To that end, the ongoing
conversations with local leadership will be instrumental in dis-
cerning the programs that are most deserving of support. There is
no single step that can eliminate the pain felt by residential school
survivors, but by listening, seeking relationships, and working col-
laboratively where we are able, we hope to learn how to walk
together in a new path of hope.”

Inspired by those who “work to achieve progress towards rec-
onciliation as [communities that have] an important role to play in
educating our students and in raising awareness in society,” STU
said in its release.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

What ultimately lies at the centre of
our attention?

In Walker Percy’s 1971 novel, Love Among the Ruins, his central
character is a psychiatrist named Tom More. Mr. More is a Roman Catholic
who is no longer practicing his faith, albeit he still believes. This is how he
describes his situation: “I believe in God and the whole business but I love
women best, music and science next, whiskey next, God fourth, and my
fellowman hardly at all. … Nevertheless, I still believe.”

Ironically, perhaps it was persons like him, sinners who still be-
lieved, who were the ones most drawn to Jesus in the gospels.

Reading Mr. More’s list of what he loves and in what order, I’m
reminded of a conference I once attended on the theme of Secularity
and the Gospel. One of the keynote speakers, a renowned social
worker, made a comment to this effect: I work on the streets with the
poor and I do it because I’m a Christian. But I can work on the streets
for years and never mention Christ’s name because I believe that God
is mature enough that he doesn’t demand to be the centre of our con-
scious attention all the time.

As you can guess, her statement sparked some debate. It should.
Does God demand to be the centre of our conscious attention all the
time? Is it okay habitually to be focused elsewhere? If, affectively, we
in fact love a lot of other persons and things before God, is this a
betrayal of our faith?

There are no simple answers to these questions because they de-
mand a very delicate balance between the demands of the First Com-
mandment and an overall theology of God. As the First Command-
ment teaches, God is primary, always. This may never be ignored;
but we also know that God is wise and trustworthy. Hence, we may
safely deduce that God did not make us one way and then demand
that we live in an entirely different way: that is, God did not make us
with powerful proclivities that instinctually and habitually focus us on
the things of this world and then demand that we give him the centre
of attention all the time.  That would be a bad parent.

Good parents love their children, try to
give them sufficient guidance, and then
set them free to focus on their own lives.
They don’t demand to be the centre of
their children’s lives; they only ask that their children remain faithful
to the family’s ethos and values, even as they still want them to come
home regularly and not forget about their family.

This dynamic is a little more complex within a marriage. Spouses
with a mature love for each other no longer demand that they be the
centre of each other’s conscious attention all the time. Most of the
time, this is not a problem. The problem arises more when one part-
ner is no longer the affective centre for the other, when at the level of
emotional attraction and focus someone else has displaced him or
her. This can be emotionally painful and yet, within the context of
mature love, should not threaten the marriage. Our emotions are like
wild animals, roaming where they will, but they are not the real indi-
cator of love and fidelity. I know a man, a writer, who has been
lovingly and scrupulously faithful to his wife through more than forty
years who, by his own admission, has a crush on a different person
every other day. This hasn’t threatened his marriage. Admittedly though,
but for a strong spirituality and morality, it could.

The same principles hold true for our relationship with God. First,
God gave us a nature that is affectively wild and promiscuous. God
expects us to be responsible as to how we act inside that nature; but,
given how we are made, the First Commandment may not be inter-
preted in such a way that we should feel guilty whenever God is not
consciously or affectively number one in our lives.

Next, as a good parent, God doesn’t demand to be the centre of our
conscious attention all the time. God is not upset when our habitual
focus is on our own lives, so long as we remain faithful and do not
culpably neglect giving God that focus when it is called for.

As well, God is a good spouse who knows that sometimes, given
our innate promiscuity, our affections will momentarily be infatuated
by a different centre. Like a good spouse, what God asks is fidelity.

Finally, more deeply, there is still the question of what ultimately we
are infatuated with and longing for when our focus is on other things
rather than on God. Even in that, it is God we seek.

There are times when we are called to make God the conscious
centre of our attention; love and faith demand this. However, there
will be times when, affectively and consciously, God will take fourth
place in our lives — and God is mature and understanding enough to
live with that.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 2)
unmarked graves of children were discovered at a former residential
school in Kamloops, B.C., in May for not doing enough to make
amends for the church’s role in the residential school system and
there have been renewed calls for the pope to visit Canada to issue a
formal apology on behalf of the Church on Canadian soil.

A delegation of Indigenous leaders is scheduled to meet with the
pope in the Vatican in December to address the Church’s role in Cana-
da’s residential schools and Indigenous leaders have been demanding
a papal visit to Canada to apologize for the Church’s role in the resi-
dential school system that was established by the federal government
but the actual schools were operated by religious organizations in-
cluding the Catholic Church.

“Having heard the requests to engage Pope Francis in this reconcili-
ation process, a delegation of Indigenous survivors, Elders/knowl-
edge keepers, and youth will meet with the Holy Father in Rome in
December 2021,” the CCCB’s September 24 statement said.

“Pope Francis will encounter and listen to the Indigenous partici-
pants, so as to discern how he can support our common desire to
renew relationships and walk together along the path of hope in the
coming years,” the CCCB said. “We pledge to work with the Holy See
and our Indigenous partners on the possibility of a pastoral visit by the
pope to Canada as part of this healing journey.”§

Bishops apologize
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St. Michael’s CWL celebrating 100 years
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — The St. Michael’s Basilica Catholic Women’s
League (CWL or the League) celebrated its 100th anniversary on
September 25th, 2021 at the 4:00 pm mass.

The first meeting of the church’s League branch was held at the
Opera House in Newcastle on Sunday evening, September 25th, 1921.

Monsignor Michael O’Keefe, rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral and
member of the board of governors of St Thomas College, acted as
chair for the evening.

Loretta Kneil of Edmonton was introduced as the speaker. Ms.
Kneil had previously conferred with Canadian Justice Minister C. J.
Doherty about her concerns that Catholic women were not being
represented, alongside other denominations in the government con-
sultation meetings concerning the settling of post-war immigrants,
because there was no appropriate national association.

Having heard about the League from Ms. Kneil, the women of St.
Michael’s decided to form their own chapter, electing Ms. Howard
McKendy as president, as well as: 1st vice president, Mamie Gallivan,
2nd vice president, Ms. W.F. Cassidy, 3rd vice president, Ms. Leo
Moran, secretary, Hortense Bullock and treasurer, Della Hill.

One hundred years later, the women of the League took part in all
aspects of the mass, displaying with humility the symbols of their
association. Father Daniel Bastarache paid tribute to the council in his
remarks, and noted his astonishment that the celebratory mass took
place on the very day of that first meeting a century ago.

The Catholic Women’s League, organized nationally on June 17,
1920 and granted federal incorporation on December 12, 1923, is
a lay association of women. It is a voice for Catholic women
united in faith, promoting Christian values, while offering hospi-
tality, friendship, sisterhood, support and affirmation. It provides
faith-based opportunities for spiritual growth, leadership develop-
ment, as well as avenues for service, advocacy, and social justice.
The League believes it is called to stand up, speak the truth, and
renew the commitment to the call to holiness through service to the
people of God. The League is affiliated with the World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organizations (WUCWO), a world-wide federation hold-
ing membership in the conference of International Catholic Organiza-
tions (ICO) and having consultative status with agencies of the United
Nations.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Over the past weekend, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John completed his series of parish visits
on the Miramichi by spending time at Our Lady of Hope Parish /
Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance. This parish includes both the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Chatham Head, and
Église de l’Ascension in Beaverbrook.

The parish was saddened recently, with the loss of their pastor,
Father Paul LeBlanc, who passed away unexpectedly at his residence
on Sunday, September 5. The bishop was able to bring good news to
the parishioners, that Father Antonio Reyes would be seeing to the
administration of the church, and that Father John Beaumaster would
attend to its pastoral care.  

In his reflection on the Scriptures, Bishop Riesbeck noted the un-
equivocal apologies given by the Canadian Council of Catholic Bish-
ops for the church’s involvement in residential schools in Canada.
Though there are those who have chosen to leave the church, due its
participation in such abuses, he urged those present rather to fight to
restore the church.

“As a church of sinners called to sanctity, we must help each other
towards holiness, and take seriously our role in the new evangelization
— proclaiming the Good News in our lives, as well as in the liturgy.
As Moses and Christ noted in the readings of the day, the truth may be
spoken by many voices as the Spirit is in all people. Therefore our
individual participation in fostering vibrant church communities is cru-
cial,” the bishop said.

After mass, the bishop introduced himself to those present, and
offered some insight on his past. Thereafter, he invited questions and
concerns from those present, and addressed these directly.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Par SHAWN McCARTHY, Correspondant

MIRAMICHI — Au cours de la dernière fin de semaine, Mgr Christian
Reisbeck, CC du diocèse de Saint John a complété sa série de visites
paroissiales sur la Miramichi en passant du temps à la Paroisse Notre-
Dame-de-l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope Parish.  Cette paroisse comprend
l’église Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary à Chatham Head et l’église de
l’Ascension à Beaverbrook.

La paroisse a été attristée récemment par la perte de son pasteur, le Père
Paul LeBlanc, qui est décédé subitement à sa résidence le dimanche 5
septembre.  L’évêché a pu annoncer aux paroissiens la bonne nouvelle que
le père Antonio Reyes s’occuperait de l’administration de l’église et que le
père John Beaumaster s’occuperait de la pastorale.  Dans sa
réflexion sur les Écritures, Mgr Reisbeck a noté les excuses sans équivoque
présentées par le Conseil des évêques catholiques du Canada pour
l’implication de l’Église dans les écoles résidentielles au Canada.  Bien que
certains aient choisi de quitter l’Église, en raison de sa participation à de tels
abus, il a exhorté les personnes présentes à plutôt lutter pour restaurer
l’Église.

“En tant qu’église de pécheurs appelés à la sainteté, nous devons nous
aider les uns les autres à atteindre la sainteté, et prendre au sérieux notre
rôle dans la nouvelle évangélisation — proclamer la Bonne Nouvelle dans
nos vies, ainsi que dans la liturgie.  Comme Moïse et le Christ l’ont noté
dans les lectures du jour, la vérité peut être dite par de nombreuses voix,
car l’Esprit est en tous les hommes.  C’est pourquoi notre participation
individuelle à la promotion de communautés ecclésiales dynamiques est
cruciale,” il a dit.

Après la messe, l’évêque s’est présenté aux personnes présentes et a
donné un aperçu de son passé.  Il a ensuite invité les personnes présentes
à poser des questions et à exprimer leurs préoccupations, auxquelles il a
répondu directement.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The New
Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

The bishop completes his Miramichi parish visits
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A Christian appraisal of Election 2021
The B.C. Catholic reached out to Canadian political observers for their

thoughts from a Christian perspective on the 2021 federal election results.
Following are their responses.

Politics follows culture
At first glance, it would seem that not much has changed with this latest

election. However, there are a few key changes that I would like to high-
light.

Some of the most outspoken advocates against expanding euthanasia
were defeated in this election. For example, it was Cloverdale — Langley
City MP Tamara Jansen who hosted a press conference on Parliament Hill
that provided a platform for physicians, Indigenous Canadians, and those
living with disabilities to express their concerns about Bill C-7. Jansen lost
by a very narrow margin.

Port Moody-Coquitlam MP Nelly Shin also lost her seat in another close
B.C. race. During the debate on Bill C-7, she gave many speeches warning
against the removal of existing safeguards, highlighting the impacts of the
pandemic on social isolation and mental health challenges, and insisting on
the need to protect the conscience rights of physicians.

Much remains to be seen concerning the consequences of this election,
but one thing is clear: politics follows culture and it is up to us to influence
the culture in a more life-affirming direction. How will the next generation
of ethical politicians, professors, and physicians emerge?

We simply must invest in their formation, professional development,
and community of like-minded peers.

Next month, we are hosting our Canadian Physicians for Life annual
conference on the theme, “Humanizing Healthcare.” I invite everyone who
wants to positively influence our culture to sign up for the conference and
if possible consider sponsoring a medical student’s attendance. This is a
critical moment in the history of our society.

Nicole Scheidl is the executive director of Canadian Physicians for
Life.

The non-story of Election 2021
Politics is the art of navigating society’s disputed territory. But what

territory is disputed? This is the story — errr, non-story — of Election
2021.

Was the political issue that matters most to you debated? How about
your top three? Top five?

When asking, “Do I vote strategically or do I vote my conscience?”
many Canadians did not see a clear option, and abstained entirely. Indeed,
we may have set a new low for voter turnout.

For all the political chatter of the last weeks, much remains unresolved:
How will Parliament approach freedom of conscience issues that pop up
with ever more frequency? What will happen to the existing ecosystem of
childcare following the imposition of a national system? Will politicians try
to heal our social divisions or make them worse?

Much territory remains disputed, and the immeasurably rich stores of
wisdom and hope that faithful Catholics bring to the public square are
needed now more than ever.

David Hunt is B.C. Director and Education Director at Cardus.

Glimmers of hope?
In view of the September 20th election results, it appears that funda-

mental Catholic values will remain the target of both broad political attack
and mounting social derision for the foreseeable future.

The sanctity of life, for one, seems to be of shockingly little concern to
large segments of the Canadian population, while freedoms of thought and
dissent continue to be stamped out through pandemic measures imple-
mented by governments that one would expect to be more tolerant of
differing points of view.

Still, there are signs of hope. Awareness and acceptance of the impor-
tance of environmental preservation, for example, seem to be growing,
even if the pace of response is agonizingly slow. And society’s acceptance
of differing races, creeds, and cultures seems to be on the rise — even if
politicians can sometimes be quick to dismiss traditional Judeo-Christian
values for the sake of political expediency.

Most hopeful of all is the possibility of Catholic influence on political
reform. In this election cycle, for example, nearly all of the parties released
full platforms weeks earlier than they had in any recent election, while the
numbers of Catholics who thoughtfully and prayerfully reviewed those
platforms with reference to the full range of Catholic social teachings
appears to have risen dramatically. Thanks to the support of major dio-
ceses from coast to coast, for example, the use of materials published by
Catholic Conscience rose at least 500 per cent and spread to all provinces
and territories.

At Catholic Conscience, we are offering prayers of profound thanks.
Our diverse Catholic family is large enough in Canada to offer profound
and gentle influence if we all simply stick to the full range of our teachings,
vote prayerfully, and stay in touch with those we elect. We can make a
significant difference for the good of all.

Matthew Marquardt is president and founder of Catholic Conscience.

Informed Catholic presence needed
Monday’s federal election might lead many of our fellow citizens into a

state of shrugged-shouldered resignation about the state of our country, its
politics, and its sense of purpose.

As Catholics, we must never resign ourselves to the status quo or worse.
We must always be impelled forward, recognizing that our world and our
corner of it are redeemed by and in Christ. So how do we then reveal the
redeemed world in the midst of our post-election malaise?

Our disposition when we enter the public square, whether at election
time or on other occasions when we are called to make our political views
heard, must be a hopeful one. Indeed, it is important as Catholics that we
exercise our religious freedom and proclaim our faith in public, which
means proclaiming the truth who is Jesus Christ.

Given the hammering the Church has been receiving in recent months
(or is that recent decades?) our inclination might be to sit quietly in the
comfortable pew with head bowed minding our own Ps and Qs.

This is not the correct attitude of the baptized Christian called to pro-
claim the Gospel to the nations. In this time of political division and lack of
a clear vision for the country, Catholics must continue to engage in Cana-
da’s political life, offering authentic Catholic witness and service. This
witness includes advocating socio-economic policy options in concert
with Catholic social teaching; defending the dignity of every human per-
son regardless of belief or ideology; and, continually calling on govern-
ment to uphold our fundamental freedoms as humans and to work self-
lessly for the common good.

As this new Parliament and government take shape we must act first
and foremost as Catholics and not engage in the heresy that one or another
political party, ideology, or social movement is going to save us, or for that
matter be a vehicle for proclaiming the Gospel. As the psalmist says, “Put

(continued on page 9)
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Church suffers temptation to go backward, pope tells Jesuits
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church suffers from a tempta-
tion to attempt to return to attitudes and practices of the past, an
attitude that blocks pastoral outreach to many of those who are
marginalized, Pope Francis told Jesuits in Slovakia.

"We are suffering this today in the church: the ideology of going
backward. It is an ideology that colonizes minds. It is a form of
ideological colonization," the pope told his Jesuit confreres  during a
meeting at the apostolic nunciature in Bratislava.

He also said the purpose of the 2015 Synod of Bishops on the
family was "to make it understood that couples in second unions are
not already condemned to hell."

Today, he said, many in the church are afraid of accompanying
people "with sexual diversity."

"That is why today we look back to the past: to seek security. It
frightens us to celebrate before the people of God who look us in the
face and tell us the truth. It frightens us to go forward in pastoral
experiences," the pope said.

"This is the evil of this moment: namely, to seek the path in rigidity
and clericalism, which are two perversions," he said.

As is customary when the pope meets Jesuits during a foreign trip,
a transcript of his remarks was released weeks later by the Jesuit
journal La Civilta Cattolica.

According to the text published September 21, Pope Francis greeted
the 53 Slovak Jesuits and expressed surprise at how many were present
in the country.

"I didn't know there were so many Jesuits here in Slovakia. The
'plague' is spreading everywhere," the pope said jokingly.

When asked how he was feeling a month after undergoing intesti-
nal surgery, the pope said he was "still alive even though some people
wanted me to die."

"I know there were even meetings between prelates who thought
the pope's condition was more serious than the official version. They
were preparing for the conclave. Patience! Thank God, I'm all right,"
he said.

Asked what should be the centre of the Jesuits' pastoral work in
Slovakia, the pope said the word "closeness" came to mind; close-
ness to God in prayer, to each other and to the people of God is
crucial in their mission.

He also emphasized the need for them to be close to their bishops,
even with those "who don't want us."

"If a Jesuit thinks differently from the bishop and has courage, then
let him go to the bishop and tell him what he is thinking. And when I
say bishop, I also mean the pope," he said.

Another Jesuit asked the pope about his words regarding "diaboli-
cal ideological colonization," specifically his criticism of gender theory.

The pope warned that "ideology always has a diabolical appeal,"
which must be exposed, and said gender theory is dangerous because
"it is abstract with respect to the concrete life of a person, as if a
person could decide abstractly at will if and when to be a man or a
woman."

"Abstraction is always a problem for me," he said. "This has noth-
ing to do with the homosexual issue, though. If there is a homosexual
couple, we can do pastoral work with them," helping them grow in
faith and their relationship with Jesus.

"When I talk about ideology," he said, "I'm talking about the idea,

the abstraction in which everything is possible, not about the con-
crete life of people and their real situation."

Pope Francis was also asked about how he deals with criticism
against him by "people who look at you with suspicion."

Without naming it, the pope said there was "a large Catholic televi-
sion channel that has no hesitation in continually speaking ill of the
pope" and that while he feels he personally deserves "attacks and
insults because I am a sinner," the Catholic Church does not.

"They are the work of the devil. I have also said this to some of
them," he said.

Pope Francis also commented on his recent apostolic letter
"Traditionis Custodes" ("Guardians of the Tradition"), which restored
the obligation that priests have their bishop's permission to celebrate
mass using to the "extraordinary form" or pre-Vatican II ritual.

The pope said the "phenomenon" of young priests who "after a
month of ordination go to the bishop" to ask to celebrate in Latin was
an indication "that we are going backward."

He also recalled the response of one cardinal who was asked for
permission by two newly ordained priests to learn Latin to celebrate
the "extraordinary" form of the mass.

"With a sense of humour, he replied: 'But there are many Hispanics
in the diocese! Study Spanish to be able to preach. Then, when you
have studied Spanish, come back to me and I'll tell you how many
Vietnamese there are in the diocese, and I'll ask you to study Vietnam-
ese. Then, when you have learned Vietnamese, I will give you per-
mission to study Latin,'" the pope recounted.

"So, he made them 'land,' he made them return to earth," the pope said.§

Be prophets of 'hope-filled
future,' pope tells young people
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The world needs prophets and true witnesses of
hope in a time of uncertainty and trial, Pope Francis told Catholic young
people.

In his message for World Youth Day 2021, which will be celebrated at
a diocesan level November 21, the Feast of Christ the King, the pope said
the experiences wrought by the pandemic not only brought to light
the problems plaguing the world, they also were an opportunity for
many, especially young people, to help save lives and sow "the seeds
of hope."

"If our world is to arise, it needs your strength, your enthusiasm,
your passion," he said.

The message, released by the Vatican September 27, centred on a
verse from the Acts of the Apostles: "Stand up. I appoint you as a
witness of what you have seen."

Pope Francis chose several verses that reflect on the call to "arise" and
"stand up" as the themes for World Youth Day 2020-2022 in dioceses
around the world, leading up to the international gathering in Lisbon, Por-
tugal, in 2023.

The question asked by St. Paul — who was known as Saul at the time
— to Jesus on the road to Damascus, "Who are you, Lord," is not just a
question, but a prayer that young men and women today must ask Christ,
the pope said.

"Prayer means talking directly with Jesus, even though our heart
(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 7)
not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.”

Following this election let us dedicate ourselves to living fully Catholic
lives including in our political involvements. Our country needs a robust
and informed Catholic presence in our public debates. Our country needs
us to be faithful.

Father Deacon Andrew Bennett is program director of Religious Free-
dom and Faith Community Engagement at Cardus and an ordained dea-
con in the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

The work continues
Watching the results of the election, with all parties failing to make gains

and no clear mandate, I wondered what was the point? Then I recalled
why I was watching in the first place.

In December 2014, Parliament enacted the Protection of Communities
and Exploited Persons Act (PCEPA). PCEPA frames prostitution as a form
of violence against women and youth, and an impediment to gender equal-
ity in Canada. It criminalizes those who purchase or attempt to purchase
commercialized sexual services and the third parties who profit from pros-
titution. In turn, PCEPA provides an immunity from prosecution to those,
mostly women and youth, who sell commercialized sexual services. The
law encourages prostituted persons to exit prostitution.

Known internationally as the Equality Model, it is the only approach that
works to reduce the exploitation inherent in prostitution. Its success in
Canada, however, is not yet assured. There are several constitutional chal-
lenges to PCEPA underway in Ontario by those who wish to decriminalize
all aspects of prostitution (thereby expanding the market for and normal-
izing commercial sex). Likewise, there are voices in Parliament calling for
the repeal of PCEPA.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver’s anti-human trafficking committee has
been active, alone and with allies, to work with politicians of all parties to
advocate for the maintenance and enforcement of PCEPA, as well as the
expansion of the supports needed for a meaningful exit. That work in-
cludes meetings, letters and social media campaigns.

The election has changed little in terms of the landscape, although we
have lost some allies in Parliament. It does, however, provide us the impe-
tus to continue to meet with politicians, existing and new — to educate,
advocate and build relationships. We expect to be hard at work. Please join
us.

Gwendoline Allison is a lawyer with Barton Thaney Law, a member of
the Archdiocese of Vancouver’s anti-human trafficking committee, and a
parishioner at St. Anthony’s in West Vancouver.

The election no one won
On Monday night Canada seemed to accomplish the impossible: it held

an election that no one won.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called the election in the midst of a fourth

COVID wave for the sole purpose of gaining a majority. He was denied
and returned with the same number of seats he won last time.

The Bloc Quebecois picked up two seats to 34. If their entire raison
d’etre wasn’t the dismantling of our country I’d be tempted to call them
the winners of the election.

Jagmeet Singh and the NDP continued their dalliance with irrelevancy. A
decade ago under Jack Layton they had 103 seats and official opposition
status. In 2021 the NDP offered voters no vision whatsoever for the
country. Their campaign was largely Tik-Tok videos aimed at young peo-

ple who didn’t seem to go out to vote, and in the end the party was held to
the also-ran status of fourth place, gaining a single additional seat.

The Green Party continued its self-implosion. Embattled leader Annamie
Paul came a distant fourth in her own riding and her caucus dropped by a
third: to two seats from three. The experiment of a one-issue party in a
first-past-the-post system seems to be winding its way to a predictable
end.

Maxime Bernier and his vanity project, the People’s Party of Canada,
was thrown a major lifeline when no other party in the country con-
demned the draconian encroachment on our freedoms in the form of
mandatory vaccines and vaccine passports. This galvanizing issue tripled
the PPC’s share of the popular vote from 2019 to more than 5 per cent,
which had a significant impact on the results. The Conservatives lost a full
24 seats by the margin of the ballots cast for the local PPC candidate.

But for the second consecutive election the party failed to elect a single
candidate, including Mr. Bernier himself in the seat he had held under the
Conservatives. Until the PPC holds a founding convention, nails down a
constitution and policy declaration ratified by members, and holds a lead-
ership race, it will continue to be little more than a way to entice donors
into paying a salary for Bernier and splitting the right-wing vote.

Lastly and most disastrously we come to Erin O’Toole and the Con-
servative Party. Mr. O’Toole lived right down to the reputation of the
consummate untrustworthy politician. Just a year ago he campaigned as
the “True Blue” conservative in his party’s leadership race. Having taken
over the reins of the party, he proceeded to break every pledge he made
and campaigned on an ostensibly Liberal-lite platform.

When the “lite” part wasn’t progressive enough for some, he outright
embraced planks from the Liberals’ own platform, such as his last-minute
about-face on the Liberal carbon tax.

Canadians, given a choice between Mr. O’Toole the fake Liberal or Mr.
Trudeau the real one, chose the real thing. Mr. O’Toole managed to drop
two seats from 2019 and cost his party the few urban seats it had in metro
Toronto and Vancouver, four of whom were pro-life and in the boundaries
of the Archdiocese of Vancouver.

If the Conservatives want to put an end to continual vote-splitting, they
need to have a deep conversation about the direction they’re headed and
make sure the person leading them into the next election is not a conserva-
tive in name only.

Marc Vella is president of the Christian Civic Affairs Committees of
Canada. He is a parishioner at St. James, Abbotsford.

A divided nation
The results of the 44th federal election in Canada are a sharp indicator

that we are a divided nation. It has revealed that everybody’s talking and no
one is listening. We seem to be entrenched in our ideology so that we have
lost the kind of civil dialogue that is necessary to promote the common
good.

The split is real and the major fault line is exactly at the point of the life
issues: abortion and euthanasia.

And you say “but they were not even under discussion during the cam-
paign.”

Exactly! That’s because it’s the rare politician who would dare tread
near the fault line for fear that all would be lost. The result is we all lose.

Father Larry Lynn is assistant pastor at Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish in Port Coquitlam and pro-life chaplain for the Archdiocese of
Vancouver.§

A Christian appraisal of Election 2021
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The Season of Creation ... a time for action
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Season of Creation, which began September 1 and lasts through
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi October 4, has always been a time
for prayer, reflection and thanksgiving, a time to open our eyes and
see the beauty of God’s creation. But this year our prayers are meant
to spur action — concerted, global, political action.

“Together we can choose to act with love, justice and mercy.
Together we can walk towards a fairer and fulfilling society with
those who are most vulnerable at the centre. But this involves
making changes,” wrote Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, three
legitimate leaders of a clear majority of the world’s 2.5 billion
Christians (80 million Anglicans, 300 million Orthodox, 1.3 billion
Catholics). “We must change route and discover new ways of
working together to break down the traditional barriers between
peoples, to stop competing for resources and start collaborating.”

Pope Francis has pledged to gather the prayers of this season
and carry them with him to Glasgow, Scotland, for the 26th United
Nations climate summit November 1-12.

Canada’s Catholic bishops wholeheartedly support the Season
of Creation and the solemn teaching of the Church found in the
2015 papal encyclical Laudato Si’, said Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] spokesperson Lisa Gall.

“Canada’s bishops remain steadfastly committed to encourag-
ing the care of creation and our common home,” Ms. Gall wrote
in an e-mail.

Just before the Season of Creation began, the CCCB tweeted
out a link to a one-paragraph statement informing Canadian Catholics
that “The celebration calls on the global Christian community to
promote prayer and action to protect our common home.” The
bishops’ tweet also links to the ecumenical Season of Creation
website, www.seasonofcreation.org.

The Canadian bishops have emphasized the ecumenical in their
own efforts to support the Pope’s teaching on the environment,
Ms. Gall said. She pointed to the Roman Catholic-United Church
Dialogue’s joint report on climate change in 2019 and a 2017 ecu-
menical prayer vigil prepared by the Roman Catholic-United Church
Dialogue in support of International Earth Hour.

“The CCCB remains always in deep communion with Pope
Francis’s teaching on this crucial social justice issue and whole-

heartedly embraces his entire magisterium and all the life-giving
initiatives that flow from it,” Ms. Gall said.

But there is no reason for lay people to leave bishops to do their
work for them. Faithful political action falls to ordinary Chris-
tians.

“The duty most consonant with our times, especially for Chris-
tians, is that of working diligently for fundamental decisions to be
taken in economic and political affairs,” Second Vatican Council
fathers wrote in the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World, Gaudium et Spes.

In Canada, the Laudato Si Movement — Canada is making it
easy for Canadian Catholics to take action. An online petition at
thecatholicpetition.org gives everyone a chance to back the pope
when he appears in Glasgow. The petition will be presented to
world leaders there.

“Our common home and common family are suffering. The
climate emergency is causing rising seas, a warmer planet and
more extreme weather. It’s devastating the lives of our poorest
sisters and brothers,” reads the prologue to the petition. “At the
same time, biologists estimate that we’re driving species to ex-
tinction at a rate of 100 to 1,000 times their usual rate. “We have
no such right” (Laudato Si’ 33).”

The Season of Creation traces its origins back to the Orthodox
Church and the initiative of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
In 2015 it was endorsed by Pope Francis and its observance has
grown steadily. This year’s theme for the Season of Creation is A
home for all? Renewing the Oikos of God.

Oikos is the biblical Greek word for a household or home. Season
of Creation organizers have adopted the image of Abraham’s tent as a
kind of central symbol for this year’s month-long celebration of care
for creation.

“The tent can also be present in liturgies or events throughout the Sea-
son of Creation as a symbol of the community’s intention to create a home
for all,” said Season of Creation
organizers in a release.

Parishes, schools and commu-
nities are urged to participate in
the Season of Creation through
prayer, sustainability projects and
advocacy. The Season of Crea-
tion website has suggestions for
organizing an ecumenical prayer
service, local clean-up projects
and ways to campaign for divest-
ment from fossil fuels.§
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OBITUARIES

PERRY, JOAN IRENE (nee Griffith) —
September 19, 1931 - September 21, 2021

Joan passed away peacefully while at
Queensway Carleton Hospital (QCH) surrounded
by her four children; now joins her faithful hus-
band and best friend of 62 years, Ron.

She is survived by her twin daughters,
Patricia and Ann, who have always been by
her side in life and adventure, as well as her
sons, David (Michelle) of Ottawa, Bruce
(Monique) and granddaughters Chelsea and
Ashley of PEI , many nieces , nephews and
godchildren; predeceased by her parents
William and Mary Griffith; her colourful
brothers and sisters: Paul, Margie, Patrick,
Jack, Sholly, Gordie, Billy, Jeanne, Steve, Dave
and Tony.

Born and raised in Saint John, NB, Joan
graduated from St. Joseph’s Hospital School
of Nursing in 1952; once a nurse always a
nurse and the family moved to Ottawa in 1971;
never lost her Maritime friendliness or wit;
never met a stranger; a good friend to many
and a seat at the kitchen table was always ready;
was an active member of St. John the Apostle
Parish , the Catholic Women’s League and en-
joyed a game of scat, euchre, crib and pass the
ace but could never get that 1 rule straight; the
casino and instant scratch tickets.

Special thanks to the amazing staff at
Queensway Carleton Hospital, Napean, ON.
Respecting Mom’s wishes, cremation and a
private inurnment, lead by Father Lindsay
Harrison, has already taken place. Donations
to St John the Apostle Catholic Church or the
QCH foundation would be appreciated.§

Joan Irene Perry

(continued from page 8)
may still be confused and our mind full of doubts
or even contempt for Christ and Christians," the
pope said. "I pray that every young person, in
the depths of his or her heart, will eventually ask
the question: 'Who are you, Lord?'"

Christ's response to Saul, "I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting," was a profound response
that revealed to the future apostle that he had
already encountered Jesus in the Christians he
persecuted, the pope said.

This revelation, he continued, is also a word
for Christians today who proclaim, "'Jesus, yes,
the church, no!' as if one could be an alternative
to the other."

"One cannot know Jesus if one does not know
the church. One cannot know Jesus apart from
the brothers and sisters in his community. We
cannot call ourselves fully Christian unless we
experience faith's ecclesial dimension," the pope
explained.

When blinded after his encounter with Christ,
Saul's "certainties and pride dissipate," which
serves as a reminder for Christians today to be
humble and to be aware of one's own limita-
tions, he said. "Those who are convinced that
they know everything about themselves, other

persons and even religious truths, will find it hard
to encounter Christ."

He also warned that pride can also lead young
people to lose themselves "in fighting meaning-
less and even violent battles" that may have be-
gun as fights to uphold just causes, but "once
carried to extremes, turn into destructive ideolo-
gies."

"How many young people today inspired, per-
haps driven, by political or religious convictions,
end up becoming instruments of violence and
destruction in the lives of many others!" the pope
wrote. "Some, moving with ease in the digital
world, use virtual reality and social networks as
a new battlefield, unscrupulously employing the
weapon of fake news to spread venom and to
wipe out their adversaries."

Pope Francis encouraged young people to learn
from St. Paul, a once scrupulous follower of the
law who, despite his past persecution of Chris-
tians, was entrusted by God with spreading his
word.

"Today Christ speaks to you the same words
that he spoke to Paul," the pope said. "Arise! Do
not remain downcast or caught up in yourself: a
mission awaits you! You, too, can testify to what
Jesus has begun to accomplish in your lives." §

Be prophets of 'hope-filled future,' pope tells young people

The gift of Catholic Health Care
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

October 3-9 marks National Catholic Health
Care week. Every year the Catholic Health Alli-
ance of Canada seeks to promote the essential
gift of Catholic Health care in our world. The
need for spiritual care in such challenging times
is evident, and indeed a valued contribution to a
society.

This year’s theme seeks to highlight the cou-
rageous gift of Catholic health care. Noting the
400-year healing mission inspired by a calling to
care for all with compassion and humanity, the
Catholic Health Alliance of Canada is “driven to
improve health care for all Canadians, especially
those at greatest risk, as innovators, advocates
and strong partners across our health care sys-
tem,” it said in a recent release.

As healthcare providers who are “together in
care,” the Catholic Health Care Alliance of Canada
states that, “At the heart of Catholic health care
is a deep respect for the intrinsic value and dig-
nity of every human being. Our mission relies
on healing relationships of openness and trust
with those we serve. In all we do, we work to
provide a safe place where partners in the heal-
ing journey can connect as people and learn from

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

each other in humility and respect.”
This includes walking with residential school

survivors, as they grapple with trauma, loss, and
the intergenerational impact of their suffering.
“As Catholic health care providers, we are com-
mitted to the long journey with First Nations,
Métis and Inuit Peoples towards the shared and
long-lasting reconciliation we all long for — an-
chored in authentic healing and restoration, mu-
tual understanding, trust and community.”

Those interested in the legacy of Catholic Health
in Canada will be interested in the Catholic Hos-
pitals Digital History Books Collection (https://
www.chac.ca/en/resources/).  This historical
resource of over 500 publications chronicles
Catholic hospitals and schools of nursing in
Canada and spans every province and territory.
Faithful will note some relevant titles to the Dio-
cese of Saint John, including, Whose Leaves
Never Fade: The Story of the Sisters of Charity
I.C., The Mission to Care for the Sick: The De-
velopment of Catholic Health Care Facilities and
Their Evolution in New Brunswick by Rever-
end Dr. Michael McGowan, pastor, Our Lady
of Fatima Parish in Fredericton, and The Hotel
Dieu of St. Joseph Chatham, NB and The Reli-
gious Hospitallers of St. Joseph: The First Fifty
Years.



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. October 1, 2021Page 12

LINCOLN —Recently, Andre Maillet (left)
received the St Francis of Assisi Catholic
Women’s League (CWL)  bursary from his
grandmother and  CWL member, Ida
Maillet (right). St. Francis of Assisi is part
of St. John Paul II Parish. (Submitted photo)

MIRAMICHI — On September 23, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (back row, centre) of the Diocese of Saint John was in Miramichi
at the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Chatham Head (Our Lady of Hope Parish) to confirm nineteen young
people. Those confirmed were (not in order) Alyssa Carroll, Cecilia Casey, Jaime Curtis, Taylor Daigle, Faith Dickson, Brady
Flanagan, Cade Foran, Brooklyn Gregan, Andrew Gulliver, Ashley Howe, Jackson Keating, Zoe Lavoie, Brooklyn MacDonald,
Kailyn McLean, Parker Mullin, Lily Savoy, Emma Stymiest, Abigail Wishart and Kathleen Woods. (Shawn McCarthy photo)

RENOUS — On September 21, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (front row, right) of the
Diocese of Saint John joined Father Paul Doucette (front row, left) pastor at St Bridget’s
Church in Renous (Good Shepherd Parish) to confirm ten young people. Those
confirmed were (not in order) Gary Vautour, Blake Curtis, Marty Dunn, Abby Underhill,
Mallory Stewart, Curtis Duffy, Lucas Hannah, Kale Hallihan, Destiny McCormack, and
Declan Duffy. (Shawn McCarthy photo)
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Sunday’s Liturgy

First Reading: Genesis 2.7ab, 15, 18-24
The two become one flesh.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R.5)
R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Second Reading:   Hebrews 2.9-11
For the one who sanctifies and those

who are sanctified all have one Father.

Gospel: Mark 10.2-16
What God has joined together, let no man separate.
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